Simulation Exercise and Assignments
A significant portion of the class will involve a simulation of a summit meeting among state leaders over a current international security issue involving Russia and the West. (The specific issue will be chosen by Prof. Marten at the start of the semester, based on current events; see separate handout for details.) Each student will be randomly assigned a role in the summit meeting, representing a domestic persona (a diplomat, a military official, a business leader, or the representative of a religious or nationalist group) from one of seven countries. The roles will be assigned during February.
Each student will write a 5-to 7-page page position memo (due at the start of class on Apr. 13, so that Prof. Marten can return comments to students on Apr. 20 before the simulation starts) based on significant independent research of current press materials, written in the voice of the assigned persona on the summit issue, and for an internal audience. The memo should outline both the interests and the negotiating positions of the persona. (Background information on the summit issue and on negotiation and research techniques will be presented in class on Mar. 9.) An additional page attached to the memo should present a separate analysis of the memo (written in the student's own voice). If the student is assigned a Russian persona, this one-page analysis should focus on how the persona's viewpoints relate to class themes. If the student is assigned to a non-Russian persona, this one-page analysis should focus on what the likely Russian reactions will be to the persona's viewpoints, based on class themes.
Each country team of four students will work with the Barnard Leadership Initiative Speaking Fellows to prepare a unified initial oral presentation to the group on Apr. 22. Following the initial presentations, each country team will regroup to negotiate and plan a strategy which takes into account the other countries' presentations. (Backdoor negotiation with other country teams outside of course time is highly encouraged.) Public negotiations across groups will occur in class on Apr. 27; on Apr. 29, negotiations will conclude with a final presentation by each country team of its closing position, along with its country's vote on the summit issue. Finally, on the last day of class, May 4, each student will turn in a 3 to 5-page page summary and analysis of the negotiation experience, relating it to themes that are raised in the Fisher and Ury book.
Midterm exam: 25% of total course grade Analytic position paper: 20% of total course grade Negotiation summary and analysis paper: 10% of total course grade Oral presentation and class participation: 20% of total course grade. Any student who attends all classes (one class, except for the simulation classes, may be missed for any reason without penalty) and who puts good-faith effort into the oral presentation will automatically receive an A-for this portion of the grade; straight A's will reward outstanding performance. Final exam: 25% of the total course grade Regular class attendance throughout the semester is required, and roll will be taken; any student missing more than one class across the semester will have the class participation grade progressively lowered. (If you must miss class because of illness or family emergency, you should notify Prof. Marten in advance, and submit a one-page course readings summary and comment paper to substitute for class attendance if you do not want the absence to count against you.) Attendance on the three days of the summit simulation is an absolute requirement (in the event of illness or family emergency, Prof. Marten will work with the individual student to craft an acceptable substitution assignment, involving a different form of oral presentation before the class on the last day of class, or if necessary, to Prof. Marten in her office after the close of the semester). Exams must be taken when scheduled, and papers must be submitted when due.
Prof. Marten has served on the Barnard College Honor Board, and takes the issues of academic integrity and plagiarism very seriously. For each exam, all students (whether or not they are Barnard College students) must sign the Barnard College Honor Code statement, affirming that their written work is completely their own. All sources used in the papers must be fully and accurately referenced, including web-based sources. Any student found to have violated the Honor Code will receive an F on the assignment in question, and will also face the disciplinary rules of his or her home college. No laptops or other electronic devices may be used during lectures. Individual exceptions for extraordinary reasons may be granted after consultation with Prof. Marten.
Readings
The following books are required reading. All have been placed on reserve at Barnard's Wollman Library; all but the Kennan are also available for purchase at the Book Culture Bookstore (formerly Labyrinth, 536 West 112th Street). Students are welcome to purchase used copies elsewhere. In addition, many journal articles available through the Columbia Library Website and other web sources are also required, as noted in the syllabus.
Cracraft

Mar. 2:
The Soviet political economy and its consequences
